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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ST.  THOMAS 


Tel.  No.  54254/5/6 


Public  Health  Department, 
31,  Southernhay  East, 
EXETER. 


Mr,  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  51st  December,  19^9 »  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  estimated  resident  population  of  the  District  has  increased  from 
50,310  in  1968  to  50,850  in  I969. 

During  the  year  384  babies  were  bom,  representing  a  standardised 
birth  rate  of  13.5  ■'^hich  is  lower  than  that  for  I968  and  lower  than 
the  national  rate  of  16,5. 

496  deaths  were  registered  dtiring  the  year,  sli^tly  fewer  than  the 
previous  year  (510)  and  this  represents  a  standardised  death  rate  of 
9.5  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
which  was  11,9 • 

Regarding  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  the  marked  decline  which  has  occurred  during  the  last  10  years 
when  in  i960  there  were  673  cases  notified  whereas  in  I969  only  31  cases 
were  notified.  The  greatest  reduction  has  occurred  in  respect  of 
measles  when  only  I7  were  notified  in  1969.  This  is  no  doubt  in  great 
part  due  to  the  measles  immunisation  campaign  which  I  hope  will  soon  see 
complete  eradication  of  this  disease  in  the  very  near  future. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  and 
the  staff  for  the  interest  and  co-operation  which  they  have  showh 
dToring  the  past  year. 


I  have  the  honovir  to  be 
Your  Obedient  Servant 


L.G.  ANDERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA, 


-  5  - 


Area  in  acres.  114,603 

Resident  Pop\ilation  Mid-Year  1969 
(as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  30,850 

Rateable  Hereditaments  in  the  District 
(as  at  1st  April,  I969)  10,155 

Domestic  Dwellings  only  9,019 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  I969  £928,474 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  :  I969/7O  £3, 745* 3-10. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Live  Births 


— 

Males 

I  Females 

} 

Total  1 

Legitimate 

195 

j  162 

i 

355  ! 

Illegitimate 

12 

1 

1 

29  ' 

TOTAL 

205 

i  179 

j _ 

384 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  12.4 
Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  13-5 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales  16,3 

(b)  Still  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1  1 

TOTAL 

6 

^ 

9  i 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  23. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales  13- 


(c)  Deaths 


Males  Femal es  Total 

216  280  496 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  I6.I 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  9  •  5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civiliai.  population  England  and 

Wales  11.9 

Death  from  maternal  causes  Nil 
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(d)  Infant  Mortality 

(deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6  ‘ 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

! 

TOTAL 

6 

5 

9 

1 -  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  25. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

England  &  Wales  18, 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population) 

Luring  19^9 »  205  male  and  179  female  (total  384)  babies  were  bom. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  total  births  show  a  decrease  of  55. 
The  standardised  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  was  13o5j 
which  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a,  who].e  (l6„3)« 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales 
during  I989  was  797 >542,  which  was  24,458  less  than  the  total  for  I968 
and  represented  a  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  10, 3’ 

The  live  birth  rates  for  St.  Thomas  R.Lo  and  England  and  Wales 
during  the  last  10  years  were  as  follows 


i960 

1961 

1962 

1963  1  1964 

1 

1965 

1 

1966  1967  I  1968 

1969 

St.  Thomas 

R.L. 

15.7 

15.7 

15«7 

15.3  i  15.7 

1 

1 

16,8 

!  i 

13.9!  I5c5'  14.5 

1  • 

12.4 

Standardised 

18,8 

17.5 

18,1 

1 

17ol  i  17-6 

18.8 

16,4!  15«0 

1 , 

15.8 

15.5 

England  and 
Wales 

17.1 

17.4 

_ 

18.0 

18.2  i  18,4 

i 

18,0 

_ 

17.7  17-2 

_ ^ _ 

16.9 

16.3 

I—  j 

4.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE  (Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Of  the  384  children  born  during  I989,  29  were  illegitimate,  i.e. 
6  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
was  75«5o 

The  illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the  last  10  years  were  as 
follows  f- 


i960 

1961 

1962  1  1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

St,  Thomas 

36.8 

■  ,  .  1 

55^5 

_ 

63,6  1  49"8 

i 

55o6 

72=2 

97.0 

91.1 

79o7 

75.5 
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5.  STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occ-urred  during  19^9 »  viz.  9,  was 
higher  than  the  previous  year,  and  the  still  birth  rate  of  25.  was  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (15.). 

The  table  shows  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 


' 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

— 

1966 

— 7“ 

1967 

1968 

1969 

St,  Thomas 

18.0 

16.3 

19.4 

14,2 

15.5 

13.8 

15.5 

14.7 

14.7 

23. 

England  and 
Wales 

19.7 

18. 7 

I80I  1  17.3 

i 

16.3 

15.7 

15.5 

14.8 

_ 1 

14. 

_ 

15. 

6.  DEATHS 

(a)  During  the  year  19^9 >  49^  persons  normally  resident  in  the  Rural 
District  died  (2l6  males  and  280  females)  which  represents  a  death  rate 
of  16,1  but  when  allowances  for  age  and  sex  distribution  have  been  made, 
represents  a  "standardised"  death  rate  of  9.5»  This  rate  is  lower  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (II.9).  The  following  table  shows 
the  corrected  and  standardised  death  rates  for  the  St,  Thomas  R.D,  for 
the  last  10  years  as  compared  with  the  death  rates  for  England  &  Wales 


i960 

1961 

1962  1  1963 

1 

1964  i  1965  1 1966 

I  1 

1967 

1968 

1969 

St«  Thomas 

13.9 

13.1 

15.1  !  14.0 

1 

13.2  1 13.2  j  13.4 

_ ! _ i _ 

13.6 

16.8 

16.1 

1 

Standardised 

10.8 

10.7 

i 

9,7  '  10.8  1 10,2 

'■9.4 

— 

8.8 

8.8 

10.4 

1 

9.5 

England  and 
Wales 

11.5 

' - 1 - 1 

j  1 

12,0  1  11.9  1  12.2 

1  1 

11.3 

1 

11,5 

L 

11.7 

11.2 

_ 

11.9 

11.9 

(b)  Age  at  Death 

The  average  at  death  during  19^9  was  75 « 7  an^i  'the  table  shows 
the  average  age  at  death  during  the  last  10  years 


! 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Males 

67.9  ’ 

66.8 

66,4 

67.1 

68.2 

69.9 

71.6 

69.6 

70.7 

69.5 

Females 

71.4 

74.1 

73.2 

75.9 

74c  4 

73.0 

75.3 

77.8 

76.1 

76.1 

Both  Sexes 

69.7 

70.3 

69.8 

70.6 

71.2 

71.2 

73.5 

72.1 

75.6 

73.7 

1 

England  M 

68.0 

68.2 

68.1 

68.0 

68.8 

68.9 

. 

69.0 

69.1 

! 

t 

&  Wales  P 

73.7 

73.9 

_ 

74.0 

73.9 

74.5 

_ 

74.7 

_ 

75.0 

_ 

75.1 

_ 
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(c)  Causes  of  Death  (Contd) 
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7.  mFANT  MORTALITY 


Nine  infants,  six  males  and  three  females  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
died  during  19^9 •  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23. 
which  is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (I6),  The  causes  of 


death  of 

these  infants 

were  as 

follows 

Male 

4  months 

la 

•Aspirated  Vomit 

Male 

8  weeks 

la 

Virus  pneumonitis  and  acute 

laryngo-trachio-bronchitis 

Male 

4  months 

la 

Asphyxia 

b 

Nasal  Catarrh 

c 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection 

Male 

2  days 

la 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

b 

Prematurity 

Male 

5  hours 

la 

Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn 

b 

Rhesus  incompatibility 

Male 

1  day 

la 

Respiratory  Distress 

b 

Pulmonary  haemorrhage. 

Female 

2  days 

la 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome 

b 

Prematurity 

Female 

C  days 

la 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome 

b 

Prematurity 

Female 

1  month 

la 

Congenital  heart  disease 

CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  increased  from  72  in  19'*8  to  75 
in  1969.  In  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  the  rate  per 
cent  increased  slightly  from  I4.I  in  I968  to  15«1  in  19^9 • 

The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  table  below:- 


Males 

Females 

1  TOTAL 

1 

Buccal  Cavity 

2 

— 

i  2 

Oesophagus 

1 

2 

!  3 

Stomach 

8 

6 

14 

Intestine 

4 

1 

Lung  &  Bronchus 

11 

1 

12 

Breast 

- 

9 

9  1 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2  1 

Prostate 

5 

- 

3  i 

Leukaemia 

2 

- 

2  ! 

All  other  sites 

11 

12 

23  ! 

1 

TOTAL 

42 

35 

75  1 

The  incidence  of  death  from  cancer  during  the  last  10  3^©ars  is  as  follows: 


i960 

1961 

1962 

1964  i 

1965 

1966  i 

1967 

1968 

196? 

Males 

39 

37 

41 

41 

49  1 

1 

53 

37  j 

38 

39 

42 

Females 

47 

28 

31 

39 

36  i 

l 

59 

29  i 

i 

27 

53 

33 

Rate  per  1,000 
Resident  Population 

2.48 

1,83 

2.00 

2.50 

_ 

2.20  1 

1 

1 

2,40  1 

— 

1 

2,05 1 

1 

■  1 

2.11 

_ 

2o38 

2o43 

1 .1 
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9.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  1969?  31  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  were  notified,  vhich  is  52  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

(a)  Measles . 


There  were  17  cases  of  measles  during  the  year,  compared  with 
57  in  1968. 

The  seasonal  incidence  of  measles  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural  District 
and  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was  as  follows s- 


JAN  FEB  MAR 

APR  MAY  JUNE 

'  JULY  AUG  SEPT 

i 

f 

OCT  NOV  DEC 

St.  Thomas 

j 

1 

1 — I 

1 

1 

!  7  1 

3 

TOTAL 

5 

1 

i  .  ® 

3 

England  and 
Wales 

53,635 

_ 

41,269 

1 

1  24,116 

23,000  ! 

i 

(b)  Whooping  Cough 

During  I969?  no  cases  of  Whooping  Cou^  were  notified,  as  compared 
with  9  in  1968. 

(c)  Scarlet  Fever. 

2  cases  occurred  during  1969»  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type. 

(d)  Poliomyelitis 

Again,  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

(e)  Diphtheria 

For  the  19th  consecutive  year,  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  notified. 

(f)  TabifLar  Statements  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  during  I969  of  ihs  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  is  tabulated  hereunder;- 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Institutional 

Cases  included 
in  Col.  2 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Measles 

17 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

“ 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

Infective  Jaimdice 

Dysentery 

4 

2 

TOTAL 

1 — 1 

3 

9 


■  Ic. 


•  ■  I 


I 


\ 


i-  , ;.‘  I  w 


'O 


W  1 


r 


'•  vT  :  ‘ 
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Table  showing  the  age  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Under 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

1 — 1 

5- 

10- 

15- 

— 

25- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Age 

Not 

Known 

TOTAL 

Measles 

2 

4  i  5  I  2  !  1 

- 1 - 1 _ L _ 

5 

[-  -  -  1 

- 

L  . 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

i  i 

-ill- 

^ ^ 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pood 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1— — r— — 1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

. 

5 

Infective 

Jaundice 

- 

- 

L— —J 

1 

1 

j 

‘ 

i 

-  !  2 

1 

( 

1 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

5 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

- - 1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

- 

^ - 

■  i  ■ 

- 1 

4 

TOTAL 

2 

4 

3  1  3 

1 

1 

9 

- 

3 

2 

2 

1  1  ^ 

■  '  -■  ■  ■  ■ 

— 

_ 

51 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of 
various  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  10  years. 


1  i960  j  1961 

- 1 - 

1962  1  1963 

1964  1  1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Measles  1  539  '  29I 

i  ! 

159 

o^ 

CD 

ON 

200 

556 

215 

280 

57 

17 

Whooping  Cough  1  28 

12 

11 

5 

8 

12 

2 

9 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  |  38 

7 

7 

22 

6 

10 

13 

9 

6 

2 

Dysentery 

44 

15 

28 

69 

38 

6 

- 

5  1  5 

4 

Pneumonia 

12 

18 

7 

15 

8 

" 

7 

5 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

■ 

Pood  Poisoning 

8 

. 1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1 

7 

1 

2 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

" 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

c  - 

Gas tr 0-Enteritis 

■ 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Malaria 

- 

1 

i  _ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Para- typhoid 

Fever 

-!  2 

! 

i 

. 

" 

- 

Typhoid  Fever  |  ~  i  " 

;  i 

— 

' 

_ 

_ 

- 

Encephalitis 

t 

!  ^ 

i 

- 

- 

1 

. 

- 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

i 

! 

i 

1  - 

— 

1 

- 

— - 1 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 1 - 

i 

1 

^  Ti  r 

I  ~ '  "1 

- 

. 

2 

5 

TOTAL  1  673  1  399 

i  222 

1 

807  1  265  i  364 

257 

305 

83 

31 
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10.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  19^9 >  5  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 

(l  male  and  2  female).  Two  of  these  cases  were  clinically 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  the  remaining  1  tuberculosis  of  another 
part  of  the  body. 

The  age  distribution  of  new  cases,  localisation  of  the 
disease  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  19^9  were  as  follows 


NEV/  CASES 

DEATHS 

1 

R  G  s  p  i  3?  3/ "fc  03?  y 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

M  F 

M  F 

M  P 

M  F 

Under  4  weeks 

..  — 

4  weeks  and 

under  1  year 

i 

_  _ 

- 

!i+ 

1 

-  - 

- 

- 

5+ 

_  _ 

- 

15+ 

.  _ 

— 

25+ 

" 

-  - 

- 

55+ 

- 

45+ 

_ 

55+ 

1 

1 

- 

65+ 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

75+ 

_ 

- 

1 

Age  Unknown 

-  - 

-  - 

TOTAL  ALL  AGES 

1  1 

_ 

1 

-  1 

TOTAL 

i  5 

. 

L  1 

The  incidence  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brou^t  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  I960/1969  is  given 
in  the  following  table:- 


1  i  i960 

1  ' 

1961  . 

1962 

1965 

1964 

1965 

— 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

ImI 

11 

9 

9 

10 

5 

6 

7 

5 

1 

1 

Pulmonary!  ! 

1  p  i 

i  i 

8 

2 

8 

7 

5 

5 

" 

1 

1 

!  i 

i  M  ! 

Non-  !  ! 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

" 

- 

Pulmonary  ipj 
» 

1 

2 

5 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

! 

TOTAL  j  ! 

22 

14 

20 

22 

12 

15 

10 

4 

3 

_ i 

•*  4  * 
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11.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 
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Tlie  health  services  provided  in  the  district  are  briefly  set 

out  below:- 

HOSPITALS 

1,  General  The  district  is  well  served  by  the  following  hospitals i- 

i)  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital,  Southernhay  East,  Exeter, 

Tel.  No.  59261  -  502  beds. 

(Also  for  complicated  or  difficult  maternity  cases), 

ii)  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter. 

Tel.  No.  7648I  -  157  teds. 

iii)  Exeter  City  Hospital,  Heavitree  Road,  Exeter. 

Tel,  No,  77551  -  257  beds  (49  of  these  for  maternity), 

iv)  Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore,  Exeter, 

Tel.  No.  54217  -  111  beds. 

v)  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter, 

Tel,  No.  75I83  -  82  beds  (2  private,  2  isolation), 

vi)  Exmouth  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth, 

Tel.  No.  4381  -  45  beds. 

The  plastic  surgery  clinic  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital  on  the  second  Thursday  in  every  month  from  9»30  a.m.  to 
1,0  p.m,  Mr,  Pitz-Gibbon  and  Mr.  Bodenham  of  the  S.W.  Regional  Hospital 
Board  attend. 


2.  Isolation. 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Whipton,  Exeter,  Tel.  No,  67158,  as  in  previous  years, 

5.  Smallpox. 

Cases  of  smallpox  or  suspected  smallpox  will  be  admitted  to 
the  smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  at  Liskeard.  Consultants  who  may  be 
called  upon  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  as  follows j- 

(a)  East  Devon  Dr.  E.J.G,  Wallace,  Health  Centre,  Westham  Road, 

Weymouth,  Dorset,  Tel,  No,  Weymouth  1645* 

Home  -  Tel,  No.  1513* 

(b)  Cornwall  and  Devon  to  the  River  Exe, 


Dr.  W.H.  St.  John-Brooke,  West  Cornwall  Hospital, 
Penzance.  Tel,  No.  2582. 


4.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  serological  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Exeter,  their  address  being  Church  Lane, 
Heavitree,  Exeter.  Tel,  No,  77855 »  under  the  direction  of  Dr,  B.  Moore, 
whose  ready  co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to  acknowledge. 


1  J  ^ 


*1 . 


f 
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5.  Venereal  Diseases, 


Under  the  present  scheme,  free  advice  and  treatment  is  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre. 

Exeter  Males  Eemalop 

Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Mon.  7.0  ~  8.0  p.m.  Mon.  6.0  -  7.0  p.m. 

Hospital.  Pri.  2,0  -  3.0  p.m.  Fri,  3.O  -  4,0  p.m. 


6,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  during  the  year  at  Broadolyst, 

Stoke  Canon  and  Clyst  St,  Mary. 

During  I969  the  following  attendances  were  made;- 


• 

BROADCLYST 

CLYST  ST.  MARY 

STOKE  CANON 

No,  of  sessions 

New  attendances 

•  •  •  • 

23 

23 

25 

0 

-  1 

•  •  •  • 

31 

24 

48 

1 

-  2 

•  •  «  9 

8 

2 

7 

2 

Total 

-  5 

attendances 

•  9  •  9 

22 

4 

3 

0 

-  1 

•  •  •  • 

170 

170 

199 

1 

-  2 

•  •  •  0 

66 

27 

62 

2 

-  5 

•  •  •  9 

95 

57 

55 
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T,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  in  regular  use  and 
were  generally  maintained  to  a  satisfactory  standard. 

The  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations  1969  came  into  force  on 
the  1st  November  and  revoked  similar  Regulations  made  in  1960.  As  required 
by  the  Regulations  processors  concerned  provided  locked  containers  suitably 
marked  for  the  collection  of  unfit  meat. 

?.  MEAT  INSPECTION 

No  special  difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  year  and 
100^  inspection  of  all  animals  was  carried  out.  The  number  slaughtered 
(Table  A)  was  38,9^7  and  the  amount  received  in  fees  was  £2,029.10,0,  an 
increase  of  £37.  5*  9.  over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  37  tons.  3  cwts.  3  qrs,  5  lbs. 

No  cattle  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  The 
percentage  of  pigs  affected  with  Tuberculosis  (mainly  in  the  head)  again 
shows  a  decrease  (Table  B), 

1  Steer  was  found  to  be  infested  with  Cysticercus  Bovis  and  sent 
for  refrigeration.  A  degenerative  Cyst  was  found  in  55  cattle, 

TABLE  A. 


Number  killed 

i 

I 

Heifers  | 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 

i 

1  Pigs 

Total 

&  Stders  1 

Lambs 

I 

Total  Np. 
killed  -  1968 

! 

■  1 
j 

5048  j 

2466 

209 

12110 

! 

i 

1 

1  19692 

t 

39525 

1969 

5378  j 

1 

i  i 

1 

2001 

146 

9786 

-  -  -  . 

j  21636 

i 

i 

1 

38947 

1 

1 

1  1 

TABLE  B  -  Percentage  of  animals  infected  with  Tuberculosis  since  1964:- 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Heifers  &  Steers 

0.06 

0.08 

0.03 

Nil 

0.02 

Nil 

Cows 

0.17 

0.103 

0.03 

Nil 

0.04 

Nil 

Calves 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pigs 

5.3 

3.5 

2.93 

2.15 

1.57 

i  1.34 

! 

J _ 
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table  C  -  Causes  for  condemnation  of  whole  carcases: 


Disease 

- r 

Cattle  j 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Anaemia 1  advanced. 

1 

- 

Bruising  (extensive) 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Qnaciation,  path. 

* 

4 

6 

• 

Fevered 

• 

Fractures  &  Bruising 

— 

— 

1 

Mastitis  (acute  septic) 

- 

- 

1 

Metritis  (acute  septic) 

- 

— 

1 

Moribund  &  decomposing 

— 

•• 

1 

“ 

Oedemia,  generalised 

•• 

5 

1, 

Peritonitis  (acute,  diffuse,  septic) 

1  — 

1 

•• 

4 

Pleurisy  (acute,  diffuse,  septic) 

1  - 

— 

3 

10 

Pnetimonia  (acute  septic) 

t  “ 

3 

1 

•• 

Pyaemia  (joint-ill) 

3 

A 

1 

3 

2 

Septicaemia 

Toxaemia 

I  'I 

\ 

1 

2 

Tumours  (multiple) 

•• 

1 

" 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

I 

i 

10 

I 

28 

i 

20 

TABLE  D  -  Details  of  animals  condemned  and  destroyed 


[a11  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis: 

Heifers 

8f  Steers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
&  Lamfes 

Pigs 

jWhole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

10 

28 

20 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

4125 

1691 

6 

3018 

11,368 

Percentage  of  the 
number  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

84.519^ 

k,^r/o 

30.84% 

52.5^% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  CcU' cases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  org^  was 
condemned. 

i 

- 

- 

- 

289 

Percentage  of  the  number 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

1.34% 

3.  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned;- 


*44  t  !•  > 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  (contd) 


Foodstuffs  condemned 

Cwts, 

Qrs, 

lbs. 

Ozs, 

Tinned  food 

24 

2 

12 

11 

Bacon 

- 

3 

14 

- 

TOTAL: 

25 

1 

26 

11 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS  -  Foreign  Bodies. 

Four  complaints  were  received,  3  were  of  food  affected  with  mould 
and  the  other  of  specks  of  dirt  in  a  bottle  of  milk. 

In  the  investigations  of  the  food  affected  with  mould  there  was 
some  evidence  that  van  salesmen  were  taking  back  food  from  some  shops  and 
then  selling  it  to  others.  The  manufacturers,  however,  denied  that  this 
occurs.  It  does  appear  therefore,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
small  shopkeeper  if  all  such  wrapped  food  was  clearly  stamped  with  a  date 
after  which  it  should  not  be  sold.  There  is  however,  strong  objection 
from  some  sections  of  the  trade  to  this  suggestion. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  for  the  following  informatcn;- 

i)  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  -  NIL 

ii)  Niimber  of  visits  to  these  premises . -  NIL 

iii)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  ,  ...  -  NIL 

iv)  Types  of  birds  processed  “  NIL 

v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption . ”  NIL 

vi)  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption . “ 

vii)  Comments  on  poultry  processing  and  inspection  .  -  NIL 

A  number  of  butchers  kill  a  few  chicken  for  sale  on  their  own 


premises. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  sale  of  unsatisfactory 
poultry  during  the  year. 

There  are  a  number  of  premises  rearing  broilers  but  these  are 


r  - 
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sold  to  processing  plants  where  they  are  killed  and  processed. 
6.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  and  the 
visits  made;- 


No  •  in 
District 

No.  of 
inspections 
made  1 969 

Grocers,  greengrocers  &  general  stores 

88 

55 

Bakehouses, 

5 

9 

Butchers  shops 

19 

20 

Canteens  (School  and  Works) 

11 

13 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels, 

64 

49 

Public  Houses 

66 

21 

Food  preparation  rooms 

23 

32 

Confectioners  &  Bakers 

23 

6 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 

7 

Ice  cream 

0 

00 

22 

1 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  Local  Authorities  to  include 
the  following  information  in  their  reports 

1 )  Number  of  Premises 

2)  Nvimber  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16 

3)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies, 

4)  The  nimiber  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19. 

The  momber  of  premises  in  the  district  are  given  in  the  above 
table.  All  food  premises  in  the  district  are  fitted  with  washing 
facilities  to  comply  with  Regulation  l6  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  I96O  and  those  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  are 
provided  with  sinks  and  a  hot  and  cold  water  supply. 

It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  occupiers'  attention  in  writing  to 
various  defects  and  I3  letters  were  sent  during  the  year  to  the 
following ;- 


General  Stores  -  1 
Hotels  &  Inns  -  2 
Restaurants  -  6 
Ice-cream  -  1 
Dairies  -  1 
School  canteens  -  2 


N 


f 

I 

I 
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Improvements  carried  out:- 


Premises 

Total 

Washing  Facilities 

Hotel 

1 

1 

General  Repairs 

Butchers 

1 

Bakery 

1 

Cafe 

2 

Ice-cream 

1 

5 

Redecoration  and  Gener^ 

Butchers 

1 

cleansing: 

Grocers 

1 

Hotels 

2 

Cafes 

3 

7 

Cupboards  for  crockery: 

Hotel 

1 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Cafe 

1 

1 

Premises  re-constructed 

Fish  fryer 

1 

I 

1 

Plans  were  submitted  to  extend  a  building  at  a  petrol  filling  station 
to  form  a  cafe.  The  premises  were  opened  before  the  work  had  been 
carried  out  although  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  water  supply  had  not 
been  provided.  The  premises  were  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition. 

The  Council  agreed  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  an  Order  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  disqualifying  the  occupier  from 
carrying  on  a  food  business  until  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of 
water  and  a  satisfactory  kitchen  had  been  provided  and  other  requirements 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I96O  had  been  conp!J.ied  with. 

Before  proceedings  could  be  taken  the  premises  closed  down  and 
they  are  now  in  the  process  of  being  re-built,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  an 
adequate  and  satisfactory  water  supply  can  be  provided. 

Perhaps  if  catering  premises  had  to  be  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  it  would  obviate  the  use  of  these  unsatisfacto 
premises. 

7.  MOBILE  SHOPS  MD  DELIVERY  VEHICLES. 

Twenty- three  inspections  were  made  of  these  vehicles  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regs.  I966.  It  was 
necessary  to  serve  4  written  Notices  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
these  Regulations. 

8.  ICE-CRE/-J4 

During  the  year  2  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  bringing  the  total  to  II6,  No  samples  were  taken  but  22  visits 


0 


^  ,  .  -n  I 


rl 


n. 


•  .r»> 


.  I'-i 

.'  ,Jpub.k. 


( 


-22- 


were  made  to  premises  selling  ice-cream, 

9.  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEUEISi'.TION)  REGULATIONS  I963. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  for  particulars  of  the 
administration  of  these  Regulations  but  there  arc  no  premises  in  the 


district, 

lO.  MILK  pm  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors . 33 

Number  of  producer/retailers  .  33 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  . . 26 

Milk  Supplies  -  Brucella  Abortus, 


The  Ministry  of  asked  for  the  following  information: - 


i)  Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  .  12 

ii)  Number  of  positive  samples  found  . .  5 


Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  samples 

Farm  a)  All  milk  from  this  farm  is  sent  to  a  milk  factory  for 
pasteurisation. 

Farm  b)  Two  samples  v;ere  taken  on  different  dates  and  all  milk 

is  sent  to  a  milk  factory  whore  it  is  pasteurised.  Some 
cows  v/hich  were  positive  were  sold. 

Farm  c)  Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  same  producer-retailer 
who  kept  the  milk  separate  from  the  cows  found  to  be 
positive  on  individual  sampling,  and  this  milk  was  sent 
to  a  milk  factory  for  pasteurisation.  Some  of  these 
cows  were  eventually  sold. 

The  Devon  County  Council  as  the  Food  &  Drugs  authority  take 
regular  samples  from  producers  and  pay  particular  attention  to  producer- 
retailers  and  at  the  same  time  samples  are  submitted  to  ascertain  if  the 
milk  is  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus, 

The  Devon  County  Council  are  not  able  to  state  the  number  taken 
in  this  district  but  sent  the  department  the  results  of  11  of  the  samples 
shown  above, 

11,  HOUSING 

In  accordance  with  Section  70  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  the  Council 
instructed  the  department  to  carry  out  a  survey  of  all  houses  in  the 
District  which  may  require  improvement  or  repair.  The  pressure  of  other 
work,  particularly  in  connection  with  grants  has  not  allowed  time  for 
a  detailed  house  to  house  survey  to  be  carried  out  but  some  progress  has 
been  made  in  certain  parishes. 
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The  Council  agreed  to  take  proceedings  under  Section  2?  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  against  a  person  restoring  an  old  and  very  large 
farmhouse  as  he  and  a  family  were  occupying  the  premises  although  a 
Closing  Order  was  made  in  1958  and  the  house  had  not  been  made  fit. 

The  same  person  v;as  found  occupying  these  premises  in  I966  and  after 
representation  by  the  Council  the  owner  allov^ed  him  to  occupy  a  nearby 
bungalow.  These  proceedings  had  not  been  heard  by  the  Magistrates  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  diaring  the  year.  One  family 
was  re-housed  by  a  neighbouring  Council  and  another  refused  to  vacate 
the  premises.  The  latter  family  became  overcrowded  by  an  increase  in 


the  number  of  children. 

During  the  year  1?  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  as  being 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  were  dealt  with,  together  with  those 
deferred  from  last  year  as  shown  in  the  following  table :- 

Houses  reported  as  being  unfit,.  . . .  17 

Demolition  Orders  meide . . .  9 

Undertakings  cancelled  and  demolition  orders  made.... 

Closing  Orders  made . .  9 

Undertakings  accepted . . . . . .  2 

Houses  demolished . . . . . . .  8 

Number  pending . . . . .  8 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: - 

a)  Afttr  formal  action..... . . .  19 

i)  Closing  Orders  determined  7 

ii)  Demolition  Orders  removed  4 

iii)  Undertakings  cancelled  8 

b)  Informal  and  voluntary  action... . .  35 


Of  the  54  houses  made  fit  33  obtained  assistance  by  means  of  a 
Standard  or  Discretionary  Grant, 


Number  of  houses  inspected  ,  ,  ,  . . 252 

Re-visits  . . . . 374 
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12.  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES. 

The  1969  Housing  Act  allows  owners  of  rent  controlled  houses  to 
apply  to  the  local  authority  for  a  certificate  relating  to  the  state  of 
the  dwelling  to  enable  them  to  get  the  tenancy  converted  to  a  regulated 
tenancy  and  thereby  obtain  a  higher  rent. 

If  the  house  is  not  provided  with  the  standard  amenities  and  the 
owner  submits  a  scheme  to  provide  those  together  with  any  other  necessary 
work,  a  provisional  Qualification  Certificate  is  issued  followed  by  a 
Qualification  Certificate  when  the  work  has  been  satisfactorily  completed. 
If  the  house  has  the  standard  facilities  and  is  otherwise  fit  a 
Qualification  Certificate  is  issued. 

No  applications  have  been  made  for  Qualification  Certificates  but 
a  number  of  enquiries  have  been  made  and  4  houses  were  inspected  for  this 
purpose. 

5.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  inspecting  houses  and 
interviewing  owners  in  an  endeavour  to  persuade  them  to  apply  for  an 
improvement  grfint,  but  the  number  who  have  subsequently  applied  has  been 
disappointing. 

The  ov/ner  of  a  house  which  had  been  improved  by  the  aid  of  an 
improvement  grant  agreed  to  allow  the  Council  to  use  this  as  a  show  house. 
The  show  house  was  officially  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  on 
the  5th  May  and  remained  open  for  10  days.  During  this  period  members 
of  the  staff  were  in  continuous  attendance  to  give  advice  to  approximately 
130  people  who  visited.  The  Ministry's  publicity  caravan  was  also  in 
attendance  for  3  days.  The  expected  flow  of  applications  did  not  however 
materialise. 

The  Housing  Act  of  I969  increased  the  amount  of  grant  that  a 
local  authority  can  allow  from  £400  to  £1000  and  certain  repairs  can  now 
be  included.  Since  the  Act  came  into  force  on  the  25th  August,  26 
applications  have  been  received.  One  application  was  refused  as  it  was 
considered  that  the  building  proposed  to  be  converted  to  a  house  would 
not  provide  satisfactory  housing  accommodation. 

The  same  Act  increased  the  amount  allowed  for  a  standard  grant 
from  £155  to  £200  and  allows  the  provision  of  a  sink  instead  of  a  larder 
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as  iinder  the  former  grant.  Nine  applications  have  been  received. 


Standard  Grants. 

Number  of  applications  received  .  37 

Number  of  applications  approved  .  29  (including 

1  from  1968) 

Number  of  applications  refused . .  .  .  .  - 

Number  pending  at  end  of  year . .  1 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn . 8 

Number  of  schemes  paid  during  the  year . 37 


Total  cost  of  schemes  paid  during  the  year.  .  .  .£20,393,  1,6. 
Total  amount  paid  in  grants  during  the  year  .  .  .£7,398.13,  1. 


Discretionary  Grants. 

Number  of  applications  received  .  53 

Niomber  of  applications  approved . 42  (incl,2  from 

1968) 

Number  of  applications  refused  .  1 

Number  of  applications  v/ithdrawn . .10 


Number  of  schemes  paid  during  the  year  .  .  .  ..  16 

Total  expenditure  on  the  completed  schemes  .  ..  £19,8l9.  I8.  5« 

Total  expenditure  on  improvements  .  £12,990.  1.6, 

Total  amount  paid  in  grants . £5,4l4,  19*  4, 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  for  building 

inspection  purposes  to  the  above  grants 

Foundations  ...  ...  52 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  70^ 

Drainage  ...  ...  120 

Completions  ...  ...  63 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  amenities  provided  by 
Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  during  the  year:- 


Hot  Water 
Supplies, 

Wash  Basins 

Baths . 

Vi/ ,  Cs . 

Larders 

Nev/ 

Drainage 

Systems 

Sinks 

59 

56 

53 

55 

49 

41 

21 

-----  -  -  ^ ! 
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14.  OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PR2MIS23  ACT  1965. 

During  the  year  6  nev/  premises  were  registered. 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  types  of  premises 
registered: - 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENER/iL  INSPECTIONS 


1 .  Class  of 
Premises 

2,  No,  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

3.  Total  niomber 
of  registered 
premdses  at 
end  of  year. 

4,  No,  of 

registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  year. 

Offices 

23 

1 

Retail  Shops 

4 

37 

3 

V/holesale 
shops  and 
warehouses 

1 

4 

1 

Catering  est- 
ablisJiKients 
open  to  public 
Canteens. 

- 

33 

TOTAL 

6 

119 

' 

6 

_ 

There  are  a  total  of  55^  persons  employed  in  these  registered 
premises  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  the  various  types  of  premises 


Class  of  Workplace. 

Number  of  persons  employed. 

Offices 

172 

Retail  Shops 

137 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

26 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens. 

199 

TOTAL 

334 

A  general  inspection  was  carried  out  on  the  6  ne\j  premises 
registered  dinring  the  year  and  the  following  indicates  the  non-compliance 
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of  the  various  requirements 


Cleanliness  .  1 

Temperaturd  .  2 

Lighting  .......  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  2 

Washing  Facilities  .  .  .  «  .  ,  .  .  ,  2 

Drinking  Water . .  ,  2 

Floors,  stairs  passages  .  1 

Dangerous  machinery  . . .  1 

Abstracts  .......  .  2 

First  Aid  ............  2 


A  total  of  25  visits  were  made  to  premises  registered  under  the 
Act  and  it  was  found  that  3  had  carried  out  the  necessary  work. 

15.  PUBLIC  HMLTH  ACTS  1956  8c  I96I. 

Under  these  Acts  various  repairs  to  houses  are  dealt  with  as  well 
as  unsatisfactory  drainage,  water  supply,  offensive  accumulations.  'The 
following  table  shows  the  work  under  this  heading 

Number  of  complaints  received  .  .  .  .104 


Number  requiring  no  action  . = .  .  .  36 

Number  of  visits . 493 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  30 

Ntimber  of  informal  notices  complied  with. 31.  (“1  from  I968) 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ,  .  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied 

wxth  .00.0..... .......  * 

Number  of  verminous  premises  inspected,  3 
Niiraber  of  re-visits  to  the  latter  ...  10 

Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  .  3 

On  investigations  of  these  complaints,  36  did  not  constitute  a 
Public  Health  nuisance.  In  9  cases  the  complaint  was  passed  to  another 
department  or  authority  for  attention.  Thirty-eight  of  these  complaints 
were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  interviewing  the  persons  concerned  and 
the  30  informal  notices  were  for  the  following  items 


Drainage  .  .  .  . . .  12 

Pcpairs  to  houses .  I8 


NOISE 

Six  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  but  none 
warranted  formal  action  although  two  Informal  Notices  were  sent.  The 
main  cause  of  the  complaints  were  from  the  barking  of  dogs  at  boarding 
kennels,  the  noise  from  fans  at  an  intensive  pig  unit  and  that  created 
by  machinery  at  a  quarry. 

DR/aNAGE 


The  laying  of  the  sewers  in  the  Clyst  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme 
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covering  the  Parishes  of  Whiraple  Rockbeare,  Broadclyst,  Poltirnore, 

Clyst  Honiton,  Sowton  and  Clyst  St.  Mary  was  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year  and  the  necessary  house  connections  made.  The  following 
shows  the  number  of  connections  made:- 

i)  Properties  previously  on  septic  tanks  313 

ii)  Properties  previously  with  bucket  closets  43 

Total  No.  of  connections:  338 

The  following  v;orks  were  carried  out  in  addition  to  the  above 

Premises  connected  to  the  sewer . .  14 

Premises  redrained  and  septic  tanks  provided  .  I3 

Miscellaneous  drainage  works  .  24 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets.  .  ..28 

12  Informal  Notices  were  served  regarding  unsatisfactory 
drainage  systems. 

V/ATER  SUPPLY 

A  complaint  was  received  of  pollution  of  a  private  well.  The 
complainant  brought  a  sample  of  what  appeared  to  be  neat  effluent  from 
a  piggery,  to  the  office.  He  alleged  that  the  sample  had  been  taken 
from  his  well  and  further  investigation  and  sampling  confirmed  that 
the  well  was  at  times  grossly  polluted,  so  much  so  that  even  if  clothes 
were  washed  in  the  water  the  odour  of  ammonia  was  unmistakable  when  the 
clothes  were  pressed.  The  problem  has  arisen  because  of  the  not 
uncommon  practice  of  dividing  large  agricultural  estates  into  smaller 
holdings,  the  water  supply  being  either  shared  or  on  another  owners  land. 

In  this  case  the  shallow  well  had  been  sunk  at  the  head  of  a  spring  and 
situated  in  a  neighbours  woodland.  Immediately  above  this  woodland  a 
third  owner  constructed  an  intensive  pig  unit,  little  thought  being 
given  to  the  effect  the  draingge  would  have  on  the  purity  of  the  well. 
During  construction  of  the  piggery  the  surface  water  and  foul  drainage 
was  sensibly  separated  but  the  foul  effluent  was  disposed  of  by  means  of 
large  soakaway  pits  which  functioned  efficiently  as  far  as  the  farmer 
was  concerned,  but  which  became  part  of  the  subsoil  water  feeding  the 
v/ell.  Consequently  at  times  of  low  rainfall  the  well  is  mainly  fed 
from  the  piggery  drainage  system.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  solve 
the  problem  but  in  my  opinion,  the  only  answer  in  this  particular 
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case  is  an  expensive  extension  of  the  public  main  supply. 

It  is  of  some  concern  that  permission  was  not  sought  for  the 
construction  of  the  piggery  albeit  planning  consent  may  not  have  been 
required.  This  emphasises  the  need  for  closer  and  continuous 
consultation  between  the  various  departments  concerned  in  the 
establishirient  of  intensive  farm  units,  particularly  having  regard  to 
the  present  day  risks  of  animal  intestinal  infections  being  communicable 
to  man. 

The  result  of  all  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis 
during  19^9  cire  tabulated  below: - 


CLASS 

No. 

of  samples  taken 

Bore 

Land 

Spring 

Private 
well  supp¬ 
lies. 

Mains 

Satisfactory 

1 

2 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

4 

12 

1 

> 

TOTAL: 

3 

5 

14 

6 

17.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


a)  Caravans 


During  the  year  13  applications  ivere  received  for  site  licences 
and  were  dealt  with  as  shovm  below: - 


Granted  licences  ..........  5 

Refused  .  .....  5 

Withdrawn  .....  .  1 

Pending  . . 2 


The  follov/ing  Table  shows  the  position  of  caravans  in  the 
District : - 


Privately  owned 

sites. 

- - - 

i 

Residential 

Holiday. 

Number  of  site  licences 
operating  as  at  31st  Dec. 1969 

65 

16 

a)  Individual 

37 

6 

b)  Multiple  (more  than 

8 

3) 

10 

Total  number  of  caravans 

533 

597 

Number  of  contraventions  - 

section  9  (i.e. breaches  of 
licence  conditions) 

- ^ 

o.t 
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The  Council  authorised  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  one 
occupier  for  stationing  caravims  without  a  site  licence  but  the 
caravans  were  removed  before  proceedings  could  be  taken. 

Caravans  were  found  on  two  sites  without  a  site  licence,  but 
were  removed  after  writing  to  the  occupiers  of  the'  land. 

b)  Tents 

No  applications  for  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936  were  received  during  the  year.  There  are  4  sites 
licensed  for  220  tents  and  24  visits  were  made. 

c)  Gipsies. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  site  was  decided  on  for  the 
Gipsies  but  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  arrange  for  satisfactory  drainage  to  the  site. 

Numerous  other  sites  were  investigated  and  eventually  in 
December  a  suitable  place  was  agreed  upon  and  the  Devon  County  Council 
asked  to  provide  the  necessary  accommodation. 

Meanwhile  these  gipsies  are  still  living  in  very  primitive 
conditions  and  the  provision  of  a  suitable  site  is  still  an  urgent 
necessity, 

8.  PUBLIC  CLKiNSING 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  (HOUSEHOLD) 

The  "Kerbside”  system  of  collection  still  prevails  throughout 
the  district.  It  is  of  course  the  cheapest  method  but  not  the  most 
hygienic  as  in  extreme  windy  weather  bins  get  blovm  over  or  dogs  scavenge 
and'  the  contents  get  scattered  arounci.  the  case  of  the  elderly  or 
infirm  or  similar  reasons  and  on  request,  the  collectors  do  go  on  to  the 
cirrtilage  of  premises  to  collect. 

The  district  being  divided  as  it  is  by  the  River  Exe  the  refuse 
rounds  are  so  arranged  that  none  of  the  vehicles  have  to  use  the  By-Pass 
or  Swing  Bridge  to  the  disposal  points. 

BULKY  HOUSEHOLD  ARTICLES. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  collection  of  such  articles  on  an 
advertised  date  for  each  area  has  been  carried  out  for  a  number  of  years 
before  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  196?  came  into  force.  This  Act  however 
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placed  the  responsibility  for  such  facilities  fairly  and  squarely  on 
the  shoulders  of  Local  /authorities  as  also  the  procedure  for  disposing 
of  abandoned  vehicles.  With  the  previous  experience  gained  this 
Authority  was  ready  and  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  to  prevent  the 
countryside  being  littered  with  rubbish. 

In  the  months  of  March  and  April  a  scheme  for  placing  bulk 
containers  (skeps)  at  advantageous  places  in  each  village  and  the 
necess:ury  advertising  beforehand,  was  carried  out.  This  was  successful 
in  the  main  except  for  the  more  scattered  Parishes  and  villages.  The 
dhief  faults  with  this  method  were  the  considerable  amount  of  administration 
and  supervision  necessary  to  ensure  that  once  filled  the  containers 
were  replaced  speedily  with  empty  ones.  Also  in  numerous  cases  the 
sites  were  a  considerable  distance  from  some  of  the  properties  so  that 
they  could  not  be  used  to  the  fullest  extent.  Therefore  a  return  to 
the  original  method  of  door  to  door  collection  was  made  in  the  Autumn. 

This  did  however  ensure  a  twice  yearly  collection  in  most  Parishes  in 

1969. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  and  crawler 
track  mechanical  shovels  are  used  on  each  site  to  consolidate  the 
refuse  and  excavate  soil  for  covering.  The  sites  used  during  the 
past  two  years  have  been  ideal  in  providing  the  necessary  covering 
material  which  has  obviated  purchasing  and  hauling  material  for 
considerable  distances  at  ever  increasing  costs. 

The  following  tips  were  in  use  during  the  year:- 
IDE  1 )  The  site  on  the  old  Railway  Cutting  at  the  top  of  the  High 

St.  was  temporarily  discontinued  early  in  the  year  in  order 
to  allow  for  settlement  in  this  deep  cutting. 

2)  /ui  alternative  site  off  Ide  Lane  has  been  used  for  the  rest 
of  the  year  and  will  be  completed  about  May  1970. 

KENN  A  Quarry  near  the  Forestry  Commission  Offices  at  Bullers  Hill^ 

Haldon  is  proving  a  useful  site  for  disposing  of  bulky  non¬ 
combustible  refuse,  abandoned  cars  and  the  like. 


STARCROSS 


The  Brickyard  Cottage  site  has  not  been  in  use  for  household 
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refuse  during  the  year  although  there  is  still  an  area 
available.  The  reason  being  that  o’or  spare  "Bristol" 

Dozer  broke  down  early  in  the  year  and  was  too  costly  to 
repair  and  was  disposed  of.  This  machine  used  to  be 
stationed  at  or  conveyed  to  this  site  as  required  and  was 
essential  to  maintain  strict  control,  A  quantity  of  hard 
core  is  nov/  stored  on  this  tip  and  can  be  useful  for 
conveying  to  other  tips  for  road  making. 

WHIMPLE  East  Strete  Farm.  The  first  portion  of  land  on  the  south¬ 
west  side  of  the  road  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

LITTER  COLLECTION 

An  experiment  with  a  bulk  container  at  the  lay-byes  (i)  near 
Clyst  Honiton,  and  sack  holders  and  disposable  paper  sacks  at  (ii) 

Wobbly  Wheel,  Kennford,  was  made. 

The  latter  system  of  paper  sacks  proved  extremely  successful 
and  it  is  hoped  this  method  will  be  extended  in  1970  to  cover  all  Trunk 
Road  Lay-Byes  and  will  prove  a  saving  in  manhours, 

STREET  SWEEPING 

The  villages  of  Lympstone  and  Woodbury  are  served  by  a  full-time 
sweeper  who  deals  with  each  fortnightly.  He  also  covers  part  of  V/oodbirry 
Sal ter ton  and  Clyst  St.  Mary  on  a  monthly  basis. 

The  other  full-time  operator  cleans  up  Exminster,  Kenton  and 

Starcross  on  a  three  weekly  basis.  Both  of  these  workmen  relieve  on 
refuse  collection  as  the  situation  demands. 

The  system  of  employing  part-time  (8  hours  per  week)  sweepers 
by  engaging  retired  labour  was  commenced  in  the  villages  of  Colaton 
Raleigh,  East  Budleigh,  Newton  Popple ford,  Otter ton,  early  in  the  year 
and  proved  extremely  successful  due  mainly  to  the  pride  the  men  take  in 
their  work.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  village  of  Dunsford  was 
included, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT. 


No  complaints  were  received  apart  from  the  alleged  nuisance 
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caused  by  coal  dust  from  a  coal  storage  depot  at  Starcross.  The 
matter  was  considered  on  tliree  occasions  by  the  Council  who  were 
not  seitisfied  that  a  statutory  nuisance  existed  and  agreed  for  the 
premises  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1937 

The  Council  continue  to  administer  this  Order  by  delegation 
from  the  Devon  County  Council.  Three  new  licences  were  issued  during 
the  year  and  none  cancelled.  The  number  nov;  in  force  is  16.  A  total 
of  29  routine  inspections  were  made. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  nximber  of  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  food 


poisoning  are  shown  in  the  following  table 

Enquiries  made  in  connection  with  cases 

of  infectious  diseases  and  suspected 

food  poisoning,  etc .  I5 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits.  .  5^ 

Premises  disinfected  .  3 


The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  notified 
cases  of  animals  suffering  from  Salmonella  Dublin.  These  were  visited 
and  the  farmers  advised  of  the  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  to  humans.  They  were  also  offered  facilities  to 
submit  faecal  samples  from  the  persons  handling  the  calves. 
AGRICULTURE,  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  &  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1936. 

12  Farms  were  inspected  under  this  Act  during  the  ytar  and  the 
following  shows  the  present  position 


Number  of  holdings  inspected 
Niimber  satisfactory 
Number  imsatisfactory 
Niimber  of  notices  served 


1964  1963  1966  1967  1968  1969 

14  9  10  9  3  12 

10  7  9  9  3  12 

3  2  1  -  - 

1  1  1  -  - 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  made  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control:- 
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TYI^E  OF  PROPERTY 


Properties  other  than  sewers: 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 .  a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification: 

237 

28 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

194 

27 

(ii)  Mice 

35 

1 

2.  a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification: 

329 

26 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

69 

19 

(ii)  Mice 

2 

The  sewerage  systems  in  21  parishes  were  test  baited  and  4  were 


found  infested  with  rats.  A  total  of  I38  test  baits  were  laid  at 
manholes  and  15  showed  evidence  of  infestation,  in  which  further 
treatment  was  carried  out. 

60  premises  were  treated  for  the  following  pests 


Flies  . 11 

Hornets . .  .  17 

Bees  .  . . .  .  8 

V/asps  . . 21 

Ants  . . 3 


24.  FACTORIES  ACT,  196I. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  which  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
require  to  be  included  in  annual  reports  showing  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year:- 

a)  Inspections  for  i^urposes  of  provision  as  to  health:- 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

Number  of 
written" 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1,  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,2, 3, 4,  8c  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

5 

- 

- 

2,  Factories  not  included  in  1 
in  which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

79 

11 

" 

- 

3«  Other  prem.ises  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

- 

“ 

I 
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b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:-  NIL 

c)  Outvrark  (Section  133  -  13^) 


Section  133  Section  13^ 


Nature 

of 

Work, 

No,  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 

1 10.(1  )(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

' 

No.  of 
prose  coi¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  list. 

No,  of 
instanc¬ 
es  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises. 

Notices 

Served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

apparel 

(a)Making 

etc. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cables 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

TOTAL: 

4 

- 

- 

- 

t . . . 

- 

V 
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REPORT 
OF  THE 

HOUSING  OFFICER 

1969 


REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  OFFTC^TR 


During  the  period  1st  Janiiary  to  51st  December,  I969,  the  number  of 
persons  who  npplied  for  3,ccommod3,tion  ws,s  228 »  The  totnl  number  of 
applicants  on  the  housing  register  is  455«  It  is  estimated  that  less 
than  a  half  of  this  number  are  not  in  urgent  need. 

The  figure  of  455  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  is  made  up 
as  follows 


Persons 

over  60  years  of  age  . 

Persons 

under  60  years  of  age 

455 

During  this  period  there  were 

Houses  re-let  . . 

190  lettings  made  up 

as  follows ; 

79 

X 

New  Houses  . . 

Bungalows  re-let 

J 

29 

58 

z 

New  Bungalows  . 

Plats  re-let  . . 

Modernisation  of  pre-war 

Council  Houses  » . . . . 

58 

190 

Eleven  families  from  slum  clearance  properties  were  re-housed  by 
the  Council. 

Regarding  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  generally,  it  is 
evident  from  perusal  of  registered  applicants,  that  the  degree  of 
urgency  has  greatly  reduced,  particularly  regarding  the  yoimger  family 
man.  Whilst  a  number  of  applicants  of  the  over  55/60  years  old  group  are 
deemed  to  be  urgent,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  suitable 
accommodation  in  the  particular  area  for  which  they  have  applied  -  older 
people  are  most  reluctant  to  move  to  an  entirely  new  area  -  when  it  is 
considered  their  imm.ediate  relatives  reside  more  or  less  in  the  same 
area,  it  is  a  common  sense  view  to  take.  Nevertheless,  it  does  cause 
complications,  especially  if  the  house  in  which  they  are  residing  has 
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The  Council  are,  without  difficulty,  maintaining  their  policy  of 
transferring  tenants  from  three-hedroomed  houses  deemed  to  he  under¬ 
occupied.  This  is  particularly  useful  in  a  parish  where  the  Council 
own  one,  two,  three  and  four  hedroomed  accommodation.  It  means  a  great 
deal  can  he  achieved  hy  transferring  tenancies  (more  particularly  if  a 
Warden  Service  is  available).  This  lends  itself  to  good  housing 
management  and  does  mean  the  Council  can  deal  with  a  greater  variety  of 
applicants. 

The  Council  have  almost  completed  their  programme  of  modernisation 
of  pre-war  houses.  The  amenities  provided  (bathroom,  hot  water  system, 
etc.)  apart  from  being  appreciated  by  the  tenants,  does  mean  that  the 
hoTise  can  become  more  readily  available  again  for  letting  to  younger 
famJ-lies . 

The  Council  work  very  closely  with  Officers  of  the  County  Welfare 
Department  with  the  result  that  anyone  in  need  of  specialised 
assistance  is  always  cared  for. 

The  Warden  Service/Community  Centres  at  Woodbury  and  Lympstone  are 
operating  efficiently  and  with  satisfaction  to  the  Occupiers,  Last  year 
the  Council  completed  another  such  development  at  Exminster  consisting 
of  24  bungalows  with  Community  Centre,  etc. 

All  the  24  old  persons  brngalows  at  Exminster  are  one-bedroomed  type, 
conforming  to  the  Parker  Morris  standards,  but  11  of  these  were 
constructed  as  one  persons  ’mini’  bungalows,  having  the  same  accommodation 
as  the  larger  type  but  with  the  bathroom  connected  direct  to  the  bedroom. 

One  large  oil  fired  boilder  is  provided  in  the  Day  Centre  building 
which  provides  constant  domestic  hot  water  and  central  heating  to  the 
complete  scheme.  It  is  possible  for  tenants  to  control  the  heat  in  each 
individual  bungalow  by  the  radiator  valves  in  each  room.  The  cost  of  this 
to  each  tenant  is  met  by  a  weekly  rental  addition,  which  is  calculated  to 
cover  running  costs  of  the  boiler  unit. 

Another  24  bimgalows  and  Community  Centre  and  Warden’s  Service  is  at 
present  under  construction  at  Broadclyst, 

W.  R.  OSBOHDE, 

Housing  Officer, 
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